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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to avoid homonymous family-group names 
in three orders of Insecta. It is proposed that the complete generic names of Metopias 
Góry, 1832 and Metopia Meigen, 1803 be adopted as the stems for the corresponding 
family-group names, giving metopiasini Raffray, 1904 (Coleoptera) and metopiaini 
Townsend, 1908 (Diptera). The subfamily name metopiinae Foerster, 1868 
(Hymenoptera) based on Metopius Panzer, 1806 would remain unchanged. 


1. Family-group names based on the stem metopi- are in use jn three orders of 
Insecta: metopiinae Foerster, 1868 (Hymenoptera, ichneumonidae), metopiini 
Raffray, 1904 (Coleoptera, pselaphidae) and metopiini Townsend, 1908 (Diptera, 
sarcophagidae). Ali three names are cited by Handlirsch (1925, p. 578 (Coleoptera), 
p. 738 (Hymenoptera), p. 1025 (Diptera)), but the homonymy has never been con- 
fronted. The three names are based on non-homonymous generic names having ident- 
ical stems. In accordance with Article 55b of the Codę this case is referred to the 
Commission. 

2. The name ‘Metopioidae’ was first used by Foerster (1868, pp. 142, 159) for a 
family of ichneumons, based on Metopius Panzer, 1806 (p. 78). This name is in generał 
use as the subfamily metopiinae. Some recent uses in major works are: Townes & 
Townes (1959, p. 3), Townes (1971, p. 89), Fitton & Gauld (1976, p. 254), Krombein 
et al. (1979, p. 547) and Fitton (1984, p. 353). The metopiinae are a world-wide group of 
over 500 species, all parasitic on Lepidoptera (Townes & Townes, 1959; Fitton, 1984). 
The type species of Metopius , Spite:x vespoides Scopoli, 1763 (p. 296), was designated by 
Viereck (1912, p. 176). 

3. The name metopiini Raffray (1904, p. 106), based on Metopias Góry, 1832 (pF 42; 
type species by monotypy Metopias curculionoides Góry, 1832), was proposed for a 
tribe of pselaphidae (Coleoptera). This name has been in generał use, including the 
following works: Raffray (1908, p. 186; 1911, p. 76), Park (1942, p. 204; 1951, pp. 61,62; 
1952, pp. 13, 14), Comellini (1983, p. 437) and Newton & Chandler (1989, p. 41). 
Jeannel (1949, p. 42; 1955, p. 8) used the spelling metopiasini without explanation, 
attributing the name to Raffray. Metopias has been used from the start as masculine. 
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As a masculine Greek noun ending in - as it has the stem metopi- (Codę, p. 209, 
Appendix D) so JeanneFs spelling is incorrect, although we recommend its adoption 
(see below). The metopiini RalTray are a smali Neotropical group of about 40 species of 
no known economic importance. 

4. The name metopiini was proposed by Townsend (1908, p. 64) for a tribe of 
Diptera, implicitly based on Metopia Meigen, 1803 (p. 280). This name has been 
commonly used for a tribe of sarcophagidae, subfamily miltogrammatinae, for 
instance by Rohdendorf (1935, p. 95; 1967, p. 66), Lopes et al. (1977, p. 560), Verves 
(1986^ p. 88; 1989, p. 117) and Lopes (1989, p. 723), although other authors have 
avoided any subdivisions of the miltogrammatinae (e.g. Downes, 1965, p. 936; 
Shewell, 1987, p. 1185 and Papę 1987, p. 27). The sarcophagid metopiini are wide- 
spread in all zoogeographical regions but with greatest diversity in the Palearctic. The 
biology of the morę than 100 species is poorly known, but several are kleptoparasites in 
nests of sphecid wasps and solitary bees (Ferrar, 1987). The type species of Metopia is 
by monotypy Musea leucocephala ‘Panzer’ (i.e. Rossi, 1790, p. 306), a senior subjective 
synonym of Tachina argyrocephala Meigen, 1824 (p. 372; see Stein, 1900, p. 132) but a 
junior primary homonym ot Musca leucocephala Villers, 1789. Brauer (1893, p. 503) 
invalidly gave T. argyrocephala as the type species. 

5. Of the three homonymous family-group names discussed above, metopiinae 
Foerster, 1868 in the Hymenoptera is the oldest, has been in the most widespread use, 
and applies to the largest and most highly-ranked group. It therefore seems advisable to 
allow this name to stand as valid. 

6. metopiini Raffray, 1904 in the Coleoptera is also in generał use and has no 
available synonyms (Newton & Chandler, 1989). In our opinion the best course would 
be to emend the stem of the type genus to remove the homonymy with metopiinae 
Foerster and establish a family-group name recognizably based on Metopias. 

7. metopiini Townsend, 1908 in the Diptera has been divided into several subtribes 
(Rohdendorf, 1967, p. 66; Verves, 1989, p. 177); the next oldest name among these 
could be used as a replacement tribal name. If, in accordance with Verves’s (1989) 
concept, a subtribe is recognized with only Metopia included, it would still need a name. 
In our opinion, the best course again would be to emend the stem of the type genus 
to remove the homonymy with metopiinae Foerster and establish a family-group 
name clearly based on Metopia. 

8. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers: 

(a) to rule that for the purposes of Article 29 the stem of the generic name 
Metopia Meigen, 1803 is metopia-; 

(b) to rule that for the purposes of Article 29 the stem of the generic name 
Metopias Góry, 1 832 is metopias-; 

(2) to place the fóllowing names on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology: 

(a) Metopia Meigen, 1803 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy 
Musca leucocephala Rossi, 1790 (a senior subjective synonym of Tachina 
argyrocephala Meigen, 1824 but a junior primary homonym of Musca 
leucocephala de Villers, 1789); 

(b) Metopias Góry, 1832 (gender: masculine), type species by monotypy 
Metopias curculionoides Góry, 1832; 
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(c) Metopius Panzer, 1806 (gender: masculine), type species by subseąuent 
designation by Viereck (1912) Sphex respoides Scopoli, 1763; 

(3) to place the following names on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology: 

(a) argyrocephala Meigen, 1824, as published in the binomen Tachina 
argyrocephala (valid subjective synonym of the specific name of Musca 
leucocephala Rossi, 1790, the type species of Metopia Meigen, 1803); 

(b) curculionoides Góry, 1832, as published in the binomen Metopias 
curculionoides (specific name of the type species of Metopias Góry, 1832); 

(c) \espoides Scopoli, 1763, as published in the binomen Sphex \espoides 
(specific name of the type species of Metopius Panzer, 1806); 

(4) to place the following names on the Official List of Family-Group Names in 

Zoology: 

(a) metopiaini Townsend, 1908, type genus Metopia Meigen, 1803 (spelling 
emended in (l)(a) above) (Insecta, Diptera); 

(b) metopiasini Raffray, 1904, type genus Metopias Góry, 1832 (spelling 
emended in (l)(b) above) (Insecta, Coleoptera); 

(c) metopiinae Foerster, 1868, type genus Metopius Panzer, 1806 (Insecta, 
Hymenoptera); 

(5) to place the following names on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid 

Family-Group Names in Zoology: 

(a) metopiini Townsend, 1908 (spelling emended to metopiaini in (1 )(a) above); 

(b) metopiini Raffray, 1904 (spelling emended to metopiasini in (l)(b) above). 

Acknowledgement 

We thank Dr C.W. Sabrosky for providing helpful discussion and references regard- 

ing usage of metopiini in Diptera, and for establishing communication between 

M.K.T./A.F.N. and T.P. 

References 

Brauer, F. 1893. Vorarbeiten zu einer Monographie der Muscaria Schizometopa (exclusive 
Anthomyidae). Verhandlungen der Kaiserlich-Kóniglichen Zoologisch-Botanischen 
Gesellschaft in Wien , 43:447-525. 

Comellini, A. 1983. Notes sur les Pselaphides neotropicaux (Coleoptera). 4 - Le genre Metopioxys 
de la tribu des Metopiini. Revue Suisse de Zoologie , 90: 437-456. 

Downes, W. L., Jr. 1965. Family Sarcophagidae. Pp. 933-961 in Stone, A., Sabrosky, C.W., 
Wirth, W. W., Foote, R.H. & Coulson, J.R. (Eds.), A catalogof the Diptera of America north 
of Mexico. iv, 1696 pp. United States Department of Agriculture, Washington. 

Ferrar, P. 1987. A guide to the breeding habits and immature stages of Diptera Cyclorrhapha. 
Entomonograph, 8: 1-907. 

Fitton, M.G. 1984. Subfamily Metopiinae. Pp. 353-363 in Gauld, I.D. (Ed.), An iniroduction to 
the Ichneumonidae of Australia. 413 pp. British Museum (Natural History), London. 

Fitton, M.G. & Gauld, I.D. 1976. The family-group names of the Ichneumonidae (excluding 
Ichneumoninae) (Hymenoptera). Systematic Entomology, 1: 247-258. 

Foerster, A. 1868. Synopsis der Familien und Gattungen der Ichneumonen. Yerhandlungen des 
Naturhistorischen Yereines der Preussischen Rheinlande und Westphalens, 25: 135-221. 

Góry, H.L. 1832. Metopias. Metopias. Góry. Magasin de Zoologie , 2: pl. 42 [2 pp. text, 1 pl.]. 

Handlirsch, A. 1925. Systematische Ubersicht. Pp. 377-1140 in SchrÓder, C. (Ed.), Handbuch 
der Entomologie , vol. 3. (Geschichte, Literatur, Technik, Paleontologie, Phylogenie, 
Systematik). viii, 1201 pp. Fischer, Jena. 



Bulletin ofZoological Nomenclature 49(3) September 1992 


203 


Jeannel, R. 1949. Les Pselaphides de PAfriąue Orientale (Coleoptera). Memoires du Museum 
Nationald'Histoire Naturelle , (2)29: 1-226. 

Jeannel, R. 1955. Les Pselaphides dc TAfriąuc australe. Memoires du Museum National 
d'Histoirc Naturelle , (A, Żoologie)9(l): 1-196. 

Krombein, K: V., Hurd, P. D., Jr., Smith, D. R. & Burks, B. D. 1979. Catalog of Hymenoptera 
in America north of Mexico , vol. 1. xvi, 1198 pp. Smithsonian lnstitution Press, 
Washington. 

Lopes, H. de Souza. 1989. Family Sarcophagidae. Pp. 721-732 in Evenhuis, N.L. (Ed.), Catalog 
of the Diptera of the Australasian and Oceanian Regions. 1155 pp. Bishop Museum Press, 
Honolulu & Brill, Leiden. 

Lopes,*H. de Souza, Kano, R., Shinonaga, S. & Kurahashi, H. 1977. Family Sarcophagidae. 
Pp. 557-583 in Delfinado, M.D. & Hardy, D.E. (Eds.), A catalog of the Diptera of the 
Oriental Region, vol. 3. x, 854 pp. University Press of Hawaii, Honolulu. 

Meigen, J.W. 1803. Versuch einer neuen Gattungs Eintheilung der europaischen zweiflugeligen 
Insekten. Magazin fur Insektenkunde (Illiger), 2: 259-281. 

Meigen, J.W. 1824. Systematische Beschreibung der bekannten europaischen zweiflugeligen 
Insekten , vol. 4.428 pp. Hamm. 

Newton, A.F., Jr. & Chandler, D.S. 1989. World catalog of the genera of Pselaphidae 
(Coleoptera). Fieldiana: Zoology , (2)53: 1-93. 

Panzer, G.W.F. 1806. Kritische Revision der Insektenfauna Deutschlands , vol. 2. [12], 271 pp. 
Felsecker, Niimberg. 

Papę, T. 1987. The Sarcophagidae (Diptera) of Fennoscandia and Denmark. Fauna 
Entomologica Scandinavica, 19: 1-203. 

Park, O. 1942. A study in neotropical Pselaphidae. x, 403 pp., 21 pis. Northwestern University, 
Evanston & Chicago. 

Park, O. 1951. Cavemicolous pselaphid beetles of Alabama and Tennessee, with obser- 
vations on the taxonomy of the family. Geological Survey of Alabama, Museum Paper , 31: 
1-107. 

Park, O. 1952. A revisional study of neotropical pselaphid beetles. Part One. Tribes 
Faronini, Pyxidicerini and Jubini. Chicago Academy of Sciences, Special Publication , 9(1): 
1-49. 

Raffray, A. 1904. Genera et catalogue des Pselaphides. Annales de la Societe Entomologiąue de 
France , 73: 1^100. 

Raffray, A. 1908. Coleoptera. Fam. Pselaphidae. Fascicule 64 in Wytsmann, P. (Ed.), Genera 
Insectorum. 487 pp., 9 pis. Romę. 

Raffray, A. 1911. Pselaphidae. Part 27 in Schenkling, S. (Ed.). Coleopterorum Catalogus. 222 pp. 
Junk, Berlin. 

Rohdendorf, B.B. 1935. Sarcophaginae. Pp. 49-128 in Lindner, E. (Ed.), Die Fliegen der 
Palaearktischen Region. Lieferung 88. Schweizerbart, Stuttgart. 

Rohdendorf, B.B. 1967. [Historical development of sarcophagids] (Diptera, Sarcophagidae). 
Trudy Paleontologicheskogo Instituta, Akademia Nauk SSSR , 116: 1-92. [In Russian.] 

Rossi, P. 1790. Fauna Etrusca, sistens insecta quae in provinciis Florentina et Pisana 
praesertim collegit Petrus Rossius , vol. 2. 348 pp., 10 pis. Masi. Liburni. 

Scopoli, J.K. 1763. Entomologia Carniolica, exhibens insecta Carnioliae indigena [34]. 420 pp., 

37 pis. Trattner, Vindobonae. 

Shewell, G.E. 1987. Sarcophagidae. Pp. 1159-1186 in McAlpine, J.F. (Ed.), Manuał of Nearctic 
Diptera , vol. 2. Pp. vi, 675-1332. Monograph No. 28. Biosystematics Research Centre, 
Ottawa. 

Stein, P. 1900. Die Tachininen und Anthomyinen der Meigen’schen Sammlung in Paris. 
Entomologische Nachrichten , 26: 129-157. 

Townes, H. 1971. The genera of Ichneumonidae, Part 4. Memoirs of the American Entomological 
Institute , 17: 1-372. 

Townes, H. & Townes, M. 1959. Ichneumon-flies of America north of Mexico: 1. Subfamily 
Metopiinae. Bulletin of the United States National Museum, 216: 1-318. 

Townsend, C.H.T. 1908. The taxonomy of the muscoidean flies, including descriptions of new 
genera and species. Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections , 51(2): 1-138. 



204 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 49(3) September 1992 

Verves, Yu.G. 1986. Family Sarcophagidae. Pp. 58-193 in Sóos, A. & Papp, L. (Eds.), Catalogue 
of Pcilaearctic Diptera , vol. 12. 265 pp. Elsevier, Amsterdam. 

Verves, Yu.G. 1989. The phylogenetic systematics of the Miltogrammatine flies (Diptera, 
Sarcophagidae) of the world. Japanese Journal of Medical Science & Biology , 42: 111-126. 
Viereck, H.L. 1912. Tryphoninae — a review. Proceedings of the Entomological Society of 
Washington , 14: 175-178. 



